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Your telegram No.799; Mufti. 


Hej Amin is still in Cairo, but is expected to 
return to Beirut shortly. 


2, Lebanese Prime Minister in the course of 
conversation I had with him on December 27th, said 
that activities of the Arab irregulars in Palestine 
depended on Arab Higher Committee i.e. the Mufti. The 
Arab League, though anxious "to respect our presence 
in Palestine" had been bound he said to come to the 
assistance Of Palestinian Arabs with arms and money. 
The implication was that the Arab Higher Committee had a 
free hand at the present stage with the approval of the 


Arab League. 
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Commonwealth relations Office, 
Downing Street, 
London, S 


I enclose three copies of a telegram from 
our liigh Commissioner in India witn a message 
which we are asked to pass onto you from the 
Grand i-ufti of Jerusalem. 


In a sevarate top secret telegram from Symon 
to Carter it is clear that the source of this 
report is Sir Zafrullan :‘han, and the report 
reached our viigh Commissioner from the Nawab of 
Bhopal. 


de are passing tnis message on as it stands, 
but you will see that the High Commissioner does 


not venture an opinion as to its value. ‘Ve leave 
it to you wnether or not to pass a copy to the 


Colonial Uffice. 
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Mr. Houstoun Boswall. ee hii arise cd 
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11th January 1928. 
191.8, 


Repeated to Damascus No. ¢, saving. 
Cairo No. 1. y 
Behe ee Now 10 " 
Bagdad No. 1. " 
amman Noe 2. 
Jedds No. 1. 
Jerusalem No. 1. 


addressed_to Foreign Offiee No. 
January repeated to Damascus, Cairo, B. 
Ammen, Jedda, Jerusalem, all saving. 


Palestine. 


Having seen in the press reports to the effect that 
a national administration for Palestine under the kufti 
was to be established at Sidon I caused the President of 
the Republic to be warned of the dangers involved, ealling 
on my experience of the Mufti's intervention in the 
internal affairs of Iraq and suggesting that tolerance 
here of the presence of any form of "government" under 
him would by irriteting Iraqis seriously impair the 
Lebanon's unique position of aloofness from jealousies 
affecting inter-Arab relations. 


2. 1 today received an assurance that the President 
ned decided not allow any such development. 
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The Murti. 
Registry | ah 
Number B36u4/3/31 Refers Jerusalem telecran No, 43 (3326/4/31) 943 
Member of staff took up matter with Director of 
PEEEAE nom Political Division of Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Sir, Ronald who new reports that Minister has underta-en to 
No. Campbell keep the Mufti out of Palestine. 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 


Cypher/OTP, DEPARTMENTAL JISTRIBUTION, 


00 FORSICN OFFICE, 


Om ew eet ee 


: Cancbell, S 
: 6. D, 4,55 p.m, 17th March 1948, : 
17th March 1948, R, 7.22 p.m, 17th March 1948. m 
3 
Oo 
7 m 
: 
Addressed to Jerusalem telegram 0.32 of 
March 17th, reneated to Foreign Orifice, Bagdad, 
vemascus, Jmman, Jedda and United Kingdom 
ation New York, + 
fv" : a 
. Your telegran "0,43: Yufti's movenents, . 
tar ns vember of my staff took up this question : 
with Director of Political Division of Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs last week, Director now reports 
that Minister for Foreign Affairs has undertaken 
; : to take appropriate measures to keep the Mufti 
out of Palestine, 
Foreign Office please pass to United 
Kingdom Delegation New York ag my telegram No.3, 
nepeated to United Finsdom Jelegation 
New York, 
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BRITISi BMBASSY, ! 


. } : CATRO. 
(253/5/48) _ JUN 1948 


COMPIDENTTAL. 


4th June, 1948. 


\ 


eter ATRL ETA TEE EM ASU ES k 


OLY, 


A senior official of thePalace who nas asked that his 
name should not be mentioned in this connection, recently 
spoke to me about the ex-NMufti of Jerusalem and said that 
the fect that King Farouk had offered the Lures one 
hospitality of Egypt during his exile did not mean that he 
was supporting him now. There were two soecific points of 
evidence in support of this: (i) the Mufti had wished to 
form a provisional Arab Government of Palestine, even before 
the termination of the Mandate, which was to assume authority 
on the 15th May, but King Farouk had prevented this; (ii) the 
Mufti had wished to enter Palestine by way of Gaza along the 
Seyptian Army's line of communications, King Farouk had 
turned this down too, as he thought that such an entry into 
Palestine by the Mufti would give the impression that the 
Mufti had official Egyptian support, which was not the cases 


O178fd 
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pie 


The Mufti was now in the Lebanone 


oe “here is reason to supzose that the above may have 
been conveyed to me on the specific instructions of King 
Farouk. It may be that His Majesty now realises that the 

ex Mufti has done more harm to the arad cause than any one 
man andhas lost a sreat part of his former prestige in 
Palestine itself and in the Arab world generally. King 
Farouk may no doubt have wished me to know (and to inform you) 
that this realisation had grown upon him. If that be so, it is” 
an acceptable, though belated, change in the attitude adopted 
by His Majesty when the ex iufti tarew himseif on his 
hospitality two years ago. 
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BL Oaks eer na ai 


Oceana IS 


Oe Kine Farouk's claim to have prevented tne ex Mufti 

from formins a provisional arab Government of palestine is 
interesting in the light of paragraph 1 of your telegram No.418 
to Amman of 2dérd Maye It is of course a matter for a. 
speculation what motive prompted King Farouk to dissuade the 
exyMufti from such a step; it may conceivably have been His 
Majesty's sense of the futility of encouraging or acouliescirm 
in a bid by the ex-Mufti to rehabilitate himself in the Arab 
world, or it may have been j;ils Majesty's interpretation of our 
advice to the various Arab Governments dvefore ay Loth 

azainst initiating any direct ‘or orecipitate action in 
Palestine, If the latter supnosition is correct it might be 
awkward for me to sound King Farouk or the Beyptian Government 
on the lines suscested in your telegram referred to apove since por de® 
to do so micht invits « rejoinder to the erfect tie 5. 2 ‘a } 
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Extract from Palestine Post of 2 Jul headed 


"Clagton helped Mufti escape". 


Encloses extract which reports on how Brigadier 
Clayton helped the ex-liufti of Jerusalem, Amin el 
Husseini, to flee from France in July 1946. The 
annpuncement was first made by Jerusalem radio on 
1 July. The information is said to have been 
uncovered in a letter captured from Izhak Darwish 
to tmile Ghoury. ‘The letter may have come from 
Arab Higher Committee office or Ghoury's house, both 
of which are in areas occttpied by Jewish forces. 


Copy being sent to B.MW.E.O. Cairo. 
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British Consulate-General, - oH 
Jerusalem. | RECEIVED IN C.Bf 2 
1 ann: a a B a 
July 6tns 19 gl 6 JU © 

Ib SEuT 10 DEPT! : | 

x m 7 a 7 * ta 
. Dear Department, 2 : uae “ .. 

% 5 ke 

We enclose an extract from the : a 

Palestine Post of July 2nd. headed "Clayton cone eae ee 

\ Helped Mufti Eacape." . 
Ze If any letter from Ishak Darwish - a ‘ 


to Emile Ghoury has fallen into Jewish hands 
it may well have come from the Arab Higher 
Committee office or Ghory's house, both of 
which are in areas occupied by Jewish forces. 
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Seager: 


CLAYTON HELPED MUFTI ESCAPE, 


"It was with the help of Brigadier Clayton, 
British adviser on Arab affairs, that the ex-Mufti 
of Jerusalem, Amin el Husseini, fled from France in 
July, 1946, the Jerusalem radio announced in its 
Arabic broadcast last night. 


"The information was uncovered in a letter 
captured from Izhak Darwish, a leader of the 1936- 
39 rebellion and aide to the ex-Mufti in Paris, to 
Emile Ghoury, close associate of Husseini, in 
Jerusalem, The letter dated December 19, 1945, asked 
Ghoury to thank Clayton for his aid in planning the 
flight to the Middle East which actually took 
place six months later, 


"Ghoury was asked to go to Cairo to see 
Clayton, and he was told he could speak freely w 
the Brigadier about the plan, 


"The letter warned Ghoury to make sure that 
his companions on the trip are not of those 'who 
pose as the Mufti's friends while in reality they 
are against hin," 
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